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ASSESSMENT PROGRAM
(State-Mandated Reading Assessment Program)

Definitions

Reading Assessment:  Beginning with the 2001-2002 school year, the Cole County R-I School
District will use the Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills (CTBS) to determine a reading score for
students in grades first through eighth.  Each student is tested in the spring of each year.  Testing is
coordinated by the Title One Reading Teacher and the appropriate classroom teacher.  Any new
students to the district are tested in the month that they enroll in the school district.  Each test is
scored by the reading teacher.  Scores are recorded and they then become part of the student’s
permanent record.

Reading Improvement Plan:  A minimum of 30 hours of additional reading instruction or practice
outside of the regular school day.

Summer School:  A minimum of 40 hours of reading instruction and practice.

Exempted Students

The following students are exempt from the state-mandated reading assessment program:

 Students receiving special education services under an Individualized Education Program
(IEP) pursuant to § 162.670, RSMo.

 Students receiving services pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 whose
service plan includes an element addressing reading.

 Students who have limited English proficiency.

 Students who have been determined prior to the beginning of the school year to have a
cognitive ability insufficient to meet the required reading levels set out in this section.  The
district must still provide reading improvement plans to these students.

 Students determined to be reading at or above grade level.

Reading Assessments

1. All third grade students who have not demonstrated a reading ability at or above grade level
will be administered a reading assessment or set of assessments within 45 days of the end of
the third-grade school year.  If the student is reading below the second-grade level, the
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district will design and implement a reading improvement plan for the student’s fourth- grade
year.  The district may require the student to attend summer school as a condition of
promotion to fourth grade.

2. Each fourth-grade student the district has previously assessed in third grade and for whom
a reading improvement plan has been designed or who has transferred into the district, shall
be administered a reading assessment within 45 days of the end of the fourth-grade year.  If
the student is reading below the third-grade level, the student shall be required to attend
summer school to receive reading instruction.

3. At the end of summer school, each student shall be administered another reading assessment. 
If the student is reading below third-grade level, the student shall not be promoted to fifth
grade and the parents or guardians of the students shall be notified.  The district will design
and implement a reading improvement plan for the student’s repeated fourth-grade year.

4. Each fourth-grade student for whom the district has designed a reading improvement plan
and retained for failing to meet the required reading standards shall be administered a reading
assessment within 45 days of the end of the repeated fourth-grade year.  If the student is
reading below the third-grade level, the student shall be required to attend summer school
to receive reading instruction.

5. At the end of summer school, each student shall be administered another reading assessment. 
If the student is still reading below a third-grade level, the district will design and implement
a reading improvement plan for the student’s fifth-grade year.  The district cannot retain the
student again solely because of his or her inability to meet the reading assessment standards. 
The district may retain the student for other reasons when it is in the best interests of the
student.

6. Each fifth-grade student for whom the district has designed a reading improvement plan  or
who has transferred into the district, shall be administered a reading assessment within 45
days of the end of the fifth-grade year.  If the student is reading below the fourth-grade level,
the student shall be required to attend summer school to receive reading instruction.

7. At the end of summer school, each student shall be administered a reading assessment.  If
the student is reading below the fourth-grade level, the district will design and implement a
reading improvement plan for the student’s sixth-grade year.

8. Each sixth-grade student for whom the district has designed a reading improvement plan  or
who has transferred into the district shall be administered a reading assessment within 45
days of the end of the sixth-grade year.  If the student is reading below the fifth-grade level,
the district shall place a notation on the student's permanent record advising that the student
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has not met the minimal reading standards.  The notation shall remain on the record until the
district determines that the student has met minimal reading standards.  The district must
make summer school available to all students who have a reading improvement plan.

* * * * * * *

Note: The reader is encouraged to review policies and/or forms for related information in this
administrative area.

Implemented: 08/11/2003

Cole County R-I School District, Russellville, Missouri
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